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Hyogo Framework for Action 

Goal: The substantial reduction of disaster losses, in 

lives and in the social, economic and environmental 

assets of communities and countries. 

 
Involves: 

• governments (federal, provincial/state/territorial, local) 

• regional and international organizations 

• civil society including volunteers, the private sector and  

the scientific community 

http://www.unisdr.org/campaign/resilientcities/ 



www.drr-rrc.ca 





Making Cities Resilient  
Campaign (UN ISDR) 

Communities have the opportunity to: 
 

O assess their work toward disaster resilience in relation to United 

Nations best practices 

 

O identify strengths to be proud of and areas that need further attention 

 

O share the work that has been achieved with other communities and to 

learn from others  

 

O draw elected officials' attention to disaster resilience and involve 

community partners in your nomination and build relationships. 
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There is a helpful Self-Assessment 

Guide for Local Governments: 

…and a helpful Handbook for 
Local Elected Officials: 



Download or complete online 



1 (poor/nothing in place);  

 

2 (some progress in place),  

 

3 (in place, well functioning) or 

N/A (not applicable): 

Communities assess the level of 

achievement for each of the ten 

essentials areas by marking: 



1. Take some time to review the 10 Essentials below. Answer the questions (at a high level, 

to the best of your knowledge).  Rank your municipality for each question, as follows:  

Level of achievements:  1    2    3    4    5        Unknown  ,   where: 

1  =  Achievements are minor and there are few signs of planning or forward action to 

improve the situation. 

2  =  Achievements have been made but are incomplete, and while improvements are 

planned, the commitment and capacities are limited. 

3  =  There is some institutional commitment and capacities to achieving DRR but 

progress is not comprehensive or substantial. 

4  =  Substantial achievement has been attained, but with some recognised 

deficiencies in commitment, financial resources or operational capacities.  

5  =  Comprehensive achievement has been attained, with the commitment and 

capacities to sustain efforts at all levels. 

2. Assign your community an overall Score for each Essential:  
 

1 = Nothing in Place 

2 = Something in Place, Needs Improvement 

3 = In Place, Functioning Well

√ 

√ 

40 Questions across 10 Essentials 



The Ten Essentials are: 

1. Organization & Coordination to reduce disaster risk – based 

on the participation of citizen groups....build local alliances. 

Ensure that all departments understand their role in disaster 

risk reduction & preparedness 

2. Assign a budget for disaster risk reduction & provide 

incentives for homeowners, low-income families, communities, 

businesses & public sector to invest in reducing risk... 

3. Up-to-date data on hazards & vulnerabilities, prepare risk 

assessments & use as a basis for urban development plans & 

decisions. Ensure that plans are readily available to the public 

& fully discussed with them. 



Ten Essentials cont’d… 

4. Invest in & maintain critical infrastructure that reduces 

risk.... adjusted where needed to cope with climate change. 

5. Assess the safety of all schools & health facilities & upgrade 

as necessary. 

6. Apply & enforce realistic, risk compliant building regulations 

& land use planning principles. Identify safe land for low-

income citizens... 

7. Ensure that education programmes & training on disaster 

risk reduction are in place in schools & communities. 



Ten Essentials cont’d… 

8. Protect ecosystems & natural buffers to mitigate floods, ...& 

other hazards to which your city may be vulnerable. Adapt to 

climate change by building on good risk reduction practices. 

9. Install early warning systems & emergency management 

capacities in your city & hold regular public preparedness 

drills. 

10. After any disaster, ensure that the needs of the survivors 

are placed at the centre of reconstruction with support for 

them & their community organizations to design...rebuilding 

homes & livelihoods. 



 

Here’s a sample of completed 

section by Saanich for Essential #1 

It allows a community to establish a 

baseline, develop an action plan and 

measure its progress 



• If you rate a “3” in at least five out of the ten essential areas for 

resilient cities, and  

•If you are willing to provide opportunities for other local 

governments to learn from you.  

Resilient City Role Model 

If you are a local government that is in the early stages of risk reduction 

planning and management and you pledge to improve resilience and 

safety to disasters. 

Resilient City Participant 

Champion and Good-Will Ambassador 
You can also Nominate a community leader, a Mayor, Governor or 

other influential figure who is willing to support UNISDR and the 

partners during the campaign to help and support others.  



Moving Forward is Easy! 

1. Explore the Resilient Cities website 

http://www.unisdr.org/campaign/resilientcities/ 
 

2. Get the Mayor and Council to agree to join the 

campaign 
 

3. Fill in the on-line application form 
 

4. Identify one stakeholder partner from an academic 

institution, civil society or the private sector 
 

5. Ask your Mayor to sign your application – decide if 

your community wishes to be considered a 

Champion, a Role Model City, or a Participant  

That’s it… 

http://www.unisdr.org/campaign/resilientcities/
http://www.unisdr.org/campaign/resilientcities/


1. Communities can assess what they have done & work 

toward disaster resilience in relation to United Nations’ 

best practices, gathered from around the world 

 

2. Communities can identify strengths to be proud of and 

areas that need further attention 

 

3. Communities can share their work with other 

communities in Canada and around the world; learn from 

others 

Benefits to Canadian Communities 



4. Participating in the campaign will draw local elected 

officials’ attention to disaster resilience 

 

5. Participating will involve community partners and build 

relationships 

 

6. There is positive energy  from being part of global 

campaign 

Benefits… 



In Western Canada: 

• District of North Vancouver 

• District of Oak Bay 

• District of Saanich 

• Township of View Royal 

• Regional District of Nanaimo 

• Township of Esquimalt 

• Colwood 

• Shirley, Otter Point, Jordan River, Juan de Fuca Regional 

District 

• Metchosin 

 

Who’s Joined So Far? 
 



• I met with 15 communities (large and small) - 2013 

• Key Issues raised: flooding, erosion, extreme 

weather, heat events, freeze-thaw cycles, other 

climate change impacts, & resource constraints 

• Good uptake in LGSAT (10 Essentials) 

• Next Steps: resilience assessment, UNISDR 

• Future Areas of Research / Action 

• Workshop / Table-Top Exercise 

• Local vulnerability/risk and resiliency 

assessments, applications to UN ISDR 

• Develop Resilience Platform   

(for information exchange,  visualization,  

best practice / technical documentation) 

• ROI analysis for mitigation, adaptation, and  

response measures 

• Centralized resources / exchange best 

practices 

 



Before 

Disaster 
After 

Disaster 

and Recovery (build better) 

To mitigate risk / hazards 

reduce vulnerabilities 

Awareness, Preparedness 





A few additional resources highlighted next. 



Land Use Planning Guide 

Contact Laurie Pearce, Justice Institute of British Columbia 



 

Contact Jiri and Simone Skopec, Jones Lang Lasalle 







Heat Alert Response System (HARS) 
O Pilot Phase 

included Fredericton 

 

O Extension to pilot phase will include other NB communities, 
particularly along Saint John river (but resources limited).  
 

O HARS Plans can be developed locally (using Health Canada model) 
 

O Focus: Vulnerability Assessment, Response Planning, Messaging, 
Community Engagement and Preparedness 
 

O Additional Heat-Health Vulnerability Indices and Mapping 
Resources are available: 

1. Health Canada Resources: http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ewh-
semt/climat/adapt/heat-chaleur-eng.php 

2. Comparing Heat Health Vulnerability Indices, authored by Eddie Oldfield 
(Spatial Quest Solutions) for the Climate Change and Health Office, 
Health Canada, 2013 

3. ACASA Maps – www.acasamaps.com  
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Table Top Discussion / Exercise 

O 20 min – Discuss RDRP process – hydrological hazards 

 

O 20 min – Discuss 10 Essentials / Applicability  

 

O 20 min – Walk through 10 Essentials for your community 

 

Complete Dashboard 
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